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In the past, Busan was known for fishing equipment manufacturing industry and shoe
manufacturing companies which have steadily been declining. The purpose of this study is to
foster resurgences of the fishing equipment manufacturing companies, especially with integration
of industrial designs that will provide add value for the fishing equipment manufacturing industry.
Currently, about 70% of domestic fishing-related equipment manufacturing companies are
concentrated in the Busan and South Gyeongsang Province which is located at southeast region of
Korea, and these companies are facing challenges from low-cost fishing equipment made in China,
and high quality product made in Japan. This research utilizes field surveys from fishing equipment
manufacturers located in Busan and Gyeongnam Province, expert opinions from the professionals
in the industry, multiple polls and analysis, interviews from experts, research literature. Afterward,
current state of local fishing equipment manufacturing industry is assessed and with
understanding the challenges facing the industry, pragmatic and realistic government policies are
deduced. First, the systematic development of the fishing equipment manufacturing industry
requires revisions in laws, regulations and policies. Thirdly, for the convergence of technologies
between the manufacturers, and enhanced brand name recognition, the improvement in
professional expertise is required through the strengthening and development of mutually
cooperative relationship between the industry, academia, research facility, and the government.
Finally, the committed steadfast fisheries management and sustainable eco—friendly industrial
Environment will likely contribute to the added value of the local fishing equipment manufacturing
industry.
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